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“Quiet Heroes” Support 
Residents with COVID-19
Road to Responsibility has always been able to rely on its dedicated staff, but 
two “quiet heroes” have gone above and beyond to support clients who have 
tested positive for COVID-19.

RTR staff members Claudia and Elton completed a two-week shift at one of 
RTR’s male group homes.  

Claudia volunteered to stay away from her own home, husband and two 
young sons for the full two weeks and move into one of RTR’s group homes 
to provide 24/7 support for several residents who have tested positive for 
the virus.  She is joined in this devoted endeavor by Elton who has worked at this particular group home for the 
past year-and-a-half.  

Both Claudia and Elton, when asked why they would volunteer to remain in a home where a highly contagious 
virus had been confirmed, had similar responses of, “we know these residents, and we know they are afraid, so 
we’re here for them.”

While confinement to the group home has been challenging, all were “in good spirits and eating well.” It seems 
that Claudia is a fine cook and has prepared many scrumptious homemade meals, some with a Cape Verdean 
flair. Her culinary expertise has been augmented by other special meals, courtesy of one of the program’s 
residential directors.

Once Claudia and Elton completed their two-week shift, they left the program and spent two weeks isolating at 
home, during which time they were tested for the virus.

During the 2 week period, Claudia Facetimed with her children a few times a day and checked in with her 
husband – who is also an RTR employee – to see how well he was holding down the home fort.

“Claudia and Elton are two of the many quiet heroes at RTR who are fighting the silent enemy, COVID-19 with 
homemade masks, paper gowns, gloves and a healthy dose of love and compassion,” said Christopher White, 
Ed.D., CEO of Road To Responsibility, Inc.  “Residential operations continue to provide around-the-clock care 
for all our individuals, with many dedicated direct support professionals Making Lives Better, even in the midst 
of this pandemic.”
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Jack Brait, The First Person in the US to 
Complete the World’s Largest Puzzle

Jack started doing puzzles when he was a toddler. It was a fun and calming hobby for him. In elementary school, 
he put together 1000 piece puzzles and gave them to teachers and friends as gifts. Then for a challenge, he began 
doing photo mosaic puzzles, and would try to complete them as quickly as possible.

In 2011, Jack discovered what was “The World’s Largest Puzzle” at that time. It was a 32,000 piece puzzle called 
the Keith Haring Double Retrospect. It was a colorful collection of the artist’s work. He completed the puzzle 
over a period of 20 months from 2012-2014, and was entered into the Ravengsburger World’s Largest Puzzle Hall 
of Fame. He later donated the puzzle to Furnace Brook Middle School in Marshfield, the school he had attended, 
for all the students to enjoy.  

In 2017, Ravensburger came out with a new largest puzzle, a 40,320 pieces puzzle of 10 Disney Animated 
Classics.  Disney movies are one of Jack’s areas of special interest. He wanted to see how quickly he could do it, so 
he timed each work session, and completed the puzzle in 423 hours over 80 days! He became the first person in 
the United States to complete the puzzle. The puzzle is beautiful and shows all the classic childhood movies. Jack 
has the puzzle hanging in the basement of his house, but would love to donate it to a place in Boston for children 
to enjoy! 

In 2019, Jack found yet another challenge, an even larger puzzle, made by Martin Puzzle, a company in The 
Czeck republic. It was the biggest puzzle in the world, at that time, 52,110 pieces! This puzzle was a picture of 
wild animals, so he donated it to the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston.

Jack continues to complete the newest and largest puzzles in the world, and also continues to donate them to 
places where people can enjoy them! Jack is very proud of his accomplishments in puzzling, and enjoys having 
people see his work! 
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Steps Project
The Front Steps project was created by Cara Soulia of Needham, 
MA. Her goal was “to highlight the faces of our community during 
a time when we might not see them in passing at the grocery store, 
coffee shop, on the train, or at the gym”. Since its creation, hundreds 
of photographers from around the country voluntarily replicated 
#TheFrontStepsProject, raising money for charity.

Road to Responsibility decided to bring this project to our residence 
homes throughout the South Shore, working with local photographer, 
Patti Anne Photography to capture these beautiful images! 

Follow along on RTR’s Facebook and Instagram pages to see more of 
these photos from our #FrontStepsProject! 
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The COVID-19 Pandemic 

Sophia Perryman, a licensed 
practical nurse at RTR, has been 
able to provide wellness checks 
via telehealth to individuals 
throughout RTR’s residences to 
ensure they remain healthy and 
safe.  Sophia provides advice, 
recommendations, and support 
as needed.  Additionally, she’s 
been contributing even more 
by picking up residential relief 
shifts on the weekends, and has 
started sewing face masks and 
giving them away to anyone 
who needs one.

Marilaine Francisco has been 
facilitating day services in the 
residences and infusing the 
environment with an upbeat 
and positive attitude in the 
process.  She usually leads the 
individuals in yoga, Zumba, 
and dance exercises to keep 
their spirits high and bodies 
healthy, and engages them 
in arts and crafts to let them 
nourish their creativity.
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Road to Responsibility is facing several challenges and lasting effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Regardless, we continue 
to serve more than 200 individuals in our residences and now more than ever, make their lives better.

Shirley, a staff member at a residential home in Randolph, has kept individuals busy at home with their regular routines 
and other creative arts and crafts projects, including painting terra cotta pots to start planting seeds for spring.

Although RTR has closed its day programs, we continue to bring services to individuals within our residential programs.  
With many daily routines disrupted, those with Autism Syndrome Disorder (ASD) have been very affected, experiencing 
more anxiety as a result of these ongoing shifts. To keep individuals engaged, staff have organized activities such as 
painting, nature walks, games, baking, meal preparation, movie nights, and cleaning.  

Many of the places of work for RTR individuals have been shut down, but the job placement team at RTR has been creating 
weekly packets that include fun employment skills activities to keep individuals busy and provide a feeling of “work.”  RTR 
staff member Michelle (Shelly) Gajdos has spearheaded this effort, and notes that the activity packets remind them of 
working again and engage them in uplifting activities while at home in quarantine.
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Sharon Chinese 
Association
PPE supplies

Issue #20 | June 2020

ROAD TO RESPONSIBILITY
MAKING LIVES BETTERRoad to Responsibility is so grateful for the tremendous 

support from friends and community partners. 

We appreciate all of the generous donations in support of RTR during this time. 

Kris McGourthy, RTR Staff Member
Hand sewn Masks

Jen Wolfe, Friend of RTR
Hand knitted ear savers

Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA)
Isolation gowns, gloves, hand sanizter

Massachusetts Face Shields, 
Jess Blazejewski
Face shields made from 
a 3D printer

The Masked Crusaders, Irene Symonds
Hand sewn masks

The United Way of Greater Plymouth County
Financial contribution from the COVID19 
Fund to purchase PPE for our residential 
homes in Plymouth County

Curtain Time, Elaine Kohen
Fabric from curtains to make 
hand sewn masks

Boston Chinese Evangelical Church
Masks
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Kesha Garcia wins 
Cape & Plymouth 
Business’ 40 
Under 40 Award

Road To Responsibility is pleased to announce that Kesha Garcia, Residential Assistant Vice President, has been named 
one of the recipients for Cape & Plymouth Business’s 2020 40 under 40 Award. 

The Cape & Plymouth Business 40 Under 40 Awards spotlight the region’s top young business leaders who excel in their 
industry and show dynamic leadership. This program honors distinguished businesspeople under the age of 40 who have 
made a mark in our region at an extraordinarily young age. These top young business leaders excel in their industry and 
show dynamic leadership characteristic.

Kesha has nearly 12 years’ experience working at RTR, ten of which in a supervisory position, and currently offers 
oversight to several clinical residential placement programs. She provides all individuals with opportunities to truly live in 
the community and acts as a liaison, advocate, and support for individuals with developmental disabilities.  Through her 
efforts she is able to improve the lives of every person, no matter their background.
 
Kesha attended and graduated college with a major in IT, but started at Road To Responsibility in an entry-level position 
and fell in love with the people and the work.  Rather than pursue a computer-related field, Kesha followed her passion, 
staying with RTR since 2008.  In fact, she is currently working toward her M.Ed. at Endicott College, while working full-
time, where she is enrolled in their Applied Behavior Analysis Program.  

Since the beginning of her time with Road To Responsibility, she has risen through the ranks quickly and has grown to be a 
huge part of our mission. Kesha overseas a third of the residential and provides direct supervision to Residential Directors. 
In this role, she ensures that each individual is able to set appropriate life goals and makes sure they are supported in these 
decisions.  She also ensures that staff have the support and training the need so they can succeed in their roles as they build 
relationships and meet the needs of every individual. Kesha also contributes greatly to staff recruitment efforts, serving as 
an exemplary ambassador for RTR. 

As a result of her computer-related background, Kesha has introduced some technological innovations that have improved 
the quality of care while also increasing the independence of the people served, helping them to engage in the community 
in numerous ways.

“Every day, Kesha makes the most of her time and talent while demonstrating her passion for ensuring that individuals 
with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities can live successfully in their community,” said Christopher White, 
Ed.D., CEO of Road To Responsibility. “RTR feels incredibly fortunate that she has made the choice to be a part of their 
community, and we congratulate her on this very well-deserved recognition.” 
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Due to the COVID19 pandemic, Falmouth Road Race has 
decided to operate virtually. The 48th running of the iconic race 
will be celebrated this year as an “At-Home Edition”. Runners 
will have a two week period to complete their 7-mile run in 
their own neighborhoods. Upon finishing they will enter their 
time online and receive a digital finisher’s certificate. Runners 
are also receiving the official Falmouth Road Race bib and other 
surprises!

We are so grateful to have had an overwhelming response of 
support from our runners on this year’s team! Donations can be 
made in support of these runners online at: 
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/road-to-
responsibility1.

Stay tuned to RTR social media to learn more about this year’s 
team members! 
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RTR Runs Falmouth Virtually

Road to Responsibility has joined Instagram! 
Follow along to see pictures of what our 
individuals are up to. 
Our username is roadtoresponsibility! 

RTR Joins Instagram

Some of last year’s team members before the race.
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Visit Our Website: 
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Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/rtrinc

Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/RTRInc

Follow us on Instagram at
roadtoresponsibility
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Visit Our Website:

www.roadtoresponsibility.org

Are you or your company interested to learn how you can support RTR?

Contact Erin Cohen at ecohen@rtrinc.org or 781-536-4509

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/rtrinc

Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/RTRInc

Road To Responsibility’s  

MAKING LIVES BETTER GALA

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 
6:00 PM

GRANITE LINKS GOLF CLUB
100 QUARRY HILLS DRIVE, QUINCY, MA 

If you are interested in being part of the event, or would like to help with our  
silent auction please contact Erin Cohen: ECohen@rtrinc.org  •  781-536-4509

Save the Date!Save the Date! Are you or your company 

interested to learn how you 

can support RTR?

Contact Erin Cohen at 

ecohen@rtrinc.org or 

781-536-4509

9.24.20
details to follow


