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Celebrating over 31 years of “Making Lives Better,” Road to Responsibility, Inc. (RTR) was established 
in 1988 with the overarching belief that individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
deserve to have full, rich, and rewarding lives in the community. Therefore the RTR team works to 
provide the means, the opportunity, and the support necessary to allow citizens with disabilities 
to take their place as productive members of the community. RTR offers a full range of residential, 
community-based day and employment, day habilitation and social supports to individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD), including Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and 
Acquired Brain Injuries (ABI). RTR supports individuals with very diverse needs, including those 
with significant challenges who would otherwise go unserved if not for RTR. It succeeds where other 
organizations often fail, through the use of an integrated clinical behavioral approach. This model has 
proven successful and yielded positive results for the organization and the individuals served. 

Road to Responsibility offers services to almost all the towns and communities throughout the South 
Shore and South Coast of Massachusetts, operates 49 residences as well as co-operative and supportive 
living apartments, and manages nine day-service locations that focus on education, employment, 
and community enrichment. Road to Responsibility’s main office is located at 1831 Ocean Street, 
Marshfield, MA. For more information, please visit www.roadtoresponsibility.org.
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Renovations to Our Day 
Program in Braintree

New Residential Home 
in Abington

Road to Responsibility recently renovated our day program 
in Braintree, located at 40 Campanelli Drive. We welcomed 
the public to tour the space at an Open House event in 
June. We were greeted by supportive community members, 
and government officials, including Massachusetts State 
Senator Walter Timilty, Braintree Mayor Joseph Sullivan, 
and Quincy Chamber of Commerce President and former 
State Treasurer Tim Cahill. Senator Timilty presented 
commendations to Road to Responsibility’s CEO Chris 
White from both the Massachusetts Senate and the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives, recognizing RTR’s 
impactful achievements and commitment to supporting 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
RTR’s day programs offer individualized behavioral 
and medical supports and group activities that support 
individuals as they integrate into their communities. 

Road to Responsibility was thrilled to open our 
newest home in Abington, making our total now 
49 residential programs throughout the South 
Shore and South Coast communities. Each of 
these group homes provide individuals with a 
wide range of services, 24-hour staffing, and 
a supportive environment where individuals 
can thrive and build relationships. Many 
residential programs house individuals until 
age 22, leaving parents, families, or caregivers 
searching for the next step in adulthood care for their loved one. RTR serves the need during this 
challenging time, housing individuals from age 22 through the rest of their lives. Our new home in 
Abington will house five women with autism. We have seen a rising number of individuals with autism, 
and are working hard to meet the needs of this growing population. 
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CEO Chris White Named Marshfield 
Business Leader of the Year

Health Literacy Award Finalist

Road to Responsibility is proud to share that our 
very own CEO, Chris White, was announced this 
year’s Marshfield Business Leader of the Year award 
in recognition of his strong leadership skills and 
expertise and dedication to RTR and the community. 
Chris has led RTR to serving more than 1,300 
individuals supported by 800 employees, making 
it one of the largest employers in the area. “I am 
so surprised, honored, and humbled to be named 
Business Leader of the Year,” said Chris. “I love 
being able to work within my community while also 
making a positive impact on so many individuals. 
The fact that this award comes from my hometown 
means so much to me.”

Road to Responsibility was proud to be named a finalist for 
the South Shore Community Partners in Prevention (SSCPP) 
Health Literacy Award. This award honors individuals and 
organizations that make outstanding contributions to health 
literacy and increase awareness of health information in our 
community. A ceremony was held on June 14th in Plymouth, 
where RTR’s CEO Chris White was recognized and presented 
with a citation from Congressman Bill Keating for our work 
in providing healthcare access and education to, and about, 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
RTR is deeply appreciative of the nomination and opportunity 
to share more information about the work we are doing on the 
South Shore. 
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Thank You for Making Lives Better!

This year’s Making Lives Better Gala was the 
most successful to date, raising a record breaking 
$362,000! All of the funds raised go directly to 
the programs and individuals we serve at Road to 
Responsibility. 

The evening was emceed by NBC10 Boston 
Meteorologist Michael Page, and featured a 
presentation of commendations to RTR by State 
Senator Patrick O’Connor and State Representative 
Patrick Kearney.

Guests were treated to a cocktail reception, dinner, live music, and a video capturing a moving story 
that highlighted both John Fortuna and Jack Shea. Fortuna, affectionately referred to as “the mayor of 
RTR,” had been affiliated with the organization since before it was even officially in existence. He was an 

integral member of our RTR community, known 
for his love of his job at the bookstore and his 
support of Special Olympics. John passed away 
earlier this year. Shea only just joined the RTR 
community as one of a growing population of 
individuals in need of autism services and aging 
out of the school system. His mother, Laura Shea, 
shared Jack’s journey through the ups and downs 
of the school system and of the comfort and joy 
they felt when they discovered RTR.
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RTR Runs the Falmouth Road Race

Road to Responsibility Newsletter

For the second year in a row, Road to Responsibility was thrilled to receive bib numbers for the Falmouth 
Road Race. The race is a seven mile road race through Falmouth featuring more than 11,000 runners. 
Elite runners from around the world compete in this race, but at its core, it is a fun run and inspirational 
fundraising opportunity for local non-profit organizations. RTR had a team of 10 runners made up of 
employees, parents, local business owners, and friends of the organization. Collectively, the team raised 
more than $13,000 for RTR, exceeding their initial goal of $10,000. 

RTR Attends the Best 
Buddies Walk in Boston

Road to Responsibility is always looking for ways to give back and help 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Recently, Team 
RTR participated in the Best Buddies Walk in Boston. It was a beautiful 
fall day enjoyed by so many people gathering together to support and 
raise awareness for the Best Buddies program in our community. RTR’s 
self-advocacy group, led by Kathy Bracchi, Quality & Training AVP, put 
together a team of 5 members who raised $370 for Best Buddies. Each of the 
individuals that attended the walk alongside Kathy embraced the experience 
in their own way. Charles loved the variety of food offered that day, while 
Jerry was happy to receive the free merchandise, and Abby enjoyed the DJ’s 
music, dancing alongside a group of high school students from Medfield. 
Team RTR completed the walk with a sense of pride, knowing that they were 
able to support another organization; just as so many have supported RTR. 
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RTR Runs the Falmouth Road Race Braintree Botanicals
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Road to Responsibility’s staff and individuals in Braintree 
have created an oasis in a small space. In this area, many 
vegetables have been planted and ripened, such as: tomatoes, 
cabbage, lettuce, peppers, squash, and rosemary. Staff and 
individuals have designed and painted rocks to add beauty 
to the space. The individuals take pride in their garden as 
they see it coming to life. They water and pick weeds from 
the area to keep it nice and clean. Our individuals now 
look forward to gardening as they see and feel this area 
as a serene environment. One staff member has led the 
gardening group and takes great care of our individuals as 
well as the garden. He said, “I see first-hand the effect it has 
had on our individuals as they take pride and ownership 
of our garden. It has been a pleasure to see our individuals 
learn and take part in our community garden.”

Taunton OPTS Program Community Outings

RTR’s Opportunities for Positive Transitional Services (OPTS) program explores the interests of our 
participants and provides them with activities to integrate into the community. Our goal is to help 
participants gain their independence. Our Taunton OPTS program recently enjoyed outings to the 
Maritime Museum in Fall River and the Patriots Hall of Fame in Foxboro. The individuals enjoyed their 
journey through time from WWII to the Cold War as they traced the footsteps of the sailors aboard 
the Historic National Landmarks at Battleship Cove. They also explored the USS Lionfish, and got to 
imagine the crew living and working in such small quarters of the submarine. At the Patriots Hall of 
Fame, individuals got the opportunity to see the Super Bowl trophies and championship rings, and 
partake in an interactive exhibit that allows guests to virtually make Malcolm Butler’s Super Bowl 
clinching interception. 
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Visit Our Website:

www.roadtoresponsibility.org

Are you and your company interested in volunteering?  
Find out how you can get involved. Email Erin Cohen at ecohen@rtrinc.org.

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/rtrinc

Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/RTRInc

Erin Cohen started her work in the non-profit field during her time at 
Framingham State University. She worked as an intern at the American 
Cancer Society, and was hired directly after graduation. She’s held several different 
roles over the years planning fundraising events, cultivating donors, and stewarding 
relationships with community partners. She comes to Road to Responsibility with 
over five years’ experience in non-profit development and a passion for the work that 
RTR does. Erin holds a bachelor’s degree in Economics and is a member of several 
community groups and chambers. She looks forward to being part of the wonderful 
staff team here at RTR and getting to know all of our external partners and supporters! 
Erin can be reached at ECohen@rtrinc.org or by telephone at 781-536-4509. 

RTR Welcomes New Director 
of Development
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